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ABSTRACT

A child’s admission to the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU) provokes
stress in parents. In turn, it leads parents to respond based on their cultural
perspective. The purpose of this focused ethnography was to identify and describe
practices of parents during their child’s admission to the PICU underpinned by
symbolic interaction and Bourdieu’s theory of practice. Fifteen parents, whose child
was admitted to Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU), shared their experience,
including 13 female and 2 male between 20 and 30 years old. All were local Buddhist

and resided in Northern Thailand. Data were collected from May 2003 to March



2004 at PICU of a provincial hospital, Northern Thailand. The methods of data
collection included participant observation, semi-structured in depth interview, field
note taking, and use of other sources. Data were analyzed using content analysis.

Findings revealed practices of parents. The overall theme that emerged
was “Doing their best”, which included parental watch, seeking information, visiting
child and providing care, quitting their job and borrowing money, seeking a non-
western treatment, seeking verbal support from relatives and friends, comparing their
child with others, avoiding actions that cause pain to a child, trusting PICU’s nurses to
care for child, and Tham Jai (+111v) and Plong (1Jas) (accepting Karma or fate).

The findings suggest that understanding physical and psychological
dimensions of parental practices will help health care providers provide culturally
sensitive care. Therefore, further research of how other cultures and religions

influence parental practices is recommended.
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