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ABSTRACT

Intravenous fluid infusion is a painful and fearful procedure for preschoolers. Excessive
fear can affect physical and mental health of the children. The aim of this quasi-experimental
study was to explain effect of a maternal participation program on fear among preschoolers
receiving intravenous fluid infusion. The studied sample consisted of 30 preschoolers, who were
receiving intravenous fluid at Bantak Hospital from March to July, 2004. The participants were
selected by purposive sampling, then divided into experimental and control groups with 15
children in each group. The experimental group received the maternal participation program
whereas the control group received routine nursing care. The instruments were the maternal
participation program, the Fear Behavior Observing Scale, and the Fear Face Scale. Content
validity of the maternal participation program was examined by five experts with 0.95 of content
validity index. The interobserver reliability of the Fear Behavior Observing Scale recording was
1.00 and the test-retest reliability of the Fear Face Scale was 1.00. Data was analyzed by using

deseriptive statistics and independent t test.



The result of this study showed that the preschoolers receiving the maternal
participation program had a significantly less fear face scores during insertion of the [V catheter
than the children receiving routine nursing care (p< .001}). The scores of fear behavior before,
during, and after insertion of the IV catheter among children receiving the maternal participation
program was significantly less than the control group (p<.001).

These findings indicate that nursing personnel should adopt the maternal participation
program during preparation of the preschoolers who are to receive intravenous fluid infusion.
This program can help children perceive and collaborate with nursing procedures during
intravenous fluid insertion and use so that this procedure can be carried out more effectively and

cause less fear for the child.



