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Abstract

Schizophrenia is a chronic disease. The problems generally found in persons with
schizophrenia including disruptive behavior, hostility, bizarre behavior, and deviate behavior
from social norms. Moreover, if caregivers perceived that the persons with schizophrenia caused
problem, it might lead to the feelings of burnout and hopelessness in providing care.

The purpose of this descriptive study was to examine the social behavior of persons
with schizophrenia as perceived by caregivers. A purposive sampling is adopted to recruit sample
which consisted of 335 caregivers attending at the Outpatient Department of Nakhon Sawan
Psychiatric Hospital, Nakhon Sawan Province during February 2002 to April 2002.
The instrument was a questionnaire which consisted of The Demographic Data Record Form
developed by researcher and The Social Behavior of Persons with Schizophrenia Questionnaire

modified by Patraporn Tungpunkom (2000). Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics.



The results revealed that the total scores of social behavior of persons with
schizophrenia as perceived by caregivers were at high ievel (62.09%). Considering each aspect,
the score of all aspects of social behavior of persons with schizophrenia as perceived by
caregivers were also at high level. These included self care (70.75%), nonturbulence (69.55%),
social contact {60.60%), communication (64.78%), and responsibility (62.69%). These findings
of this study could be applicable as a basic information planning to promote the better skills of
caregivers in order to manage the social behavior of persons with schizophrenia especially in the

aspect of social contact and responsibility.



