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Abstract

Depression among children with cancer receiving chemotherapy is an emotional
problem that affects the health status of children. Mild or moderate depression could reduce
self-care, create poor health and increase risks of complications, and severe depression could lead
to suicidal behavior, therefore, patients should receive appropriate nursing care. However, there
are few studies about depression among children with cancer receiving chemotherapy. The
purpose of this descriptive study was to study depression of children with cancer receiving
chemotherapy. The subjects were children with cancer aged 8 to 15 admitted to the pediatric
ward in three hospitals: Lampang Hospital, Budchinnaraj Hospital, and Maharaj Nakon
Chiangmai Hospital during March to July 2002. The study subjects was 60 children with cancer.
Two instruments were used: the Demographic Data Form, and the Children' s Depression
Inventory Form. The instruments were tested for content validity by the experts. The reliability
of the Children’ s Depression Inventory Form was calculated by Cronbach's alpha coefficient and

the result was .82. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics.



The results of this study revealed that:

1. The subjects consisted of 60 children with cancer receiving chemotherapy, and
severe depression was reported at 13.4 percent. The depression was reported at 26.6 percent,
However, 60 percent did not have depression; and

2. The subjects with depression and severe depression manifested the highest
negative mood, second were anhedonia and physical manifestations, the third evidenced
ineffectiveness, and the lowest manifested interpersonal problems.

The results of the study indicated that the nursing personnel should assess depression
and plan for appropriate nursing care. Children with severe depression should be refered to

nurses, physicians and psychiatrists for the prevention of suicidal behavior and psychiatric

problems.



