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Abstract

Caring behaviors are the interactions of nurses with patients that can be perceived by
the patients. They are essence of nursing practice. The purposes of this correlational descriptive
study was to examine the caring behaviors of nurses and the relationships among gender, age,
Ievel of education, and income of patients, and caring behaviors of nurses. The subjects were adult
patients who were scheduled to be discharged from the intensive care umit at Sawanpracharuk
Hospital between March and August 2001. Sixty patients were purposively recruited. The research
instruments were a Demographic Recording Form and Swanson’s Caring Professional Scale. Data
were analyzed by means of descriptive statistics, means, standard deviation, Pearson’s product
moment correlation coefficient, the point biserial coefficient of coi*relation, and Spearman’s rank order
correlation where appropriate. The results of the study were as follows:

1. The patients in fhe intensive care unit perceived caring behaviors of nurses at a high
level;

2. There was a low negative relationship between the age of patients and the caring
behaviors of nurses as perceived by patients; and



3. There was no relationship among gender, level of education, and income of patients and
the caring behaviors of nurses as perceived by patients.

1t is suggested that qualified nursing activities should always include caring as perceived
by patients.



