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Abstract.
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Patient rights should be recognized and protected by health care providers. The study

in this issues in nursing practice is limited. The purposes of this descriptive study were to

examine and compare nursing practice regarding patient rights as perceived by patients. The

purposive sampling was used to select 252 surgical patients in ordinary wards at Uttaradit

Hospital. They were 126 elective and 126 emergent surgical patients. The research instruments

were developed by the researcher which consisted of the Personal Data Form and the Nursing

Practice Regarding Patient Rights Questionnaire basing on the Declaration of Patient Rights on

April 16, 1998. The data was analyzed using descriptive statistics and independent t-test. The

results of the study revealed that:

1. The total score of nursing practice regarding patient rights as perceived by the

subjects was at the highest level.



2. The first four highest levels of right perception among the subjects were the rights to
receive equal ca1;e, to confidentiality, to receive emergency care, and to receive health care,
respectively. |

3. The low level of perception among the subjects was the right to know about the
name and status of health care providers.

4, There was significantly difference of total score nursing practice regarding patient
rights between the elective surgical and the emergent surgical patients (p<.05).

- The findings of the study can provide knowledge base for nursing intervention to

ensure the patient rights. Recommendations for further study were offered.



