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Abstract

This descriptive study aimed at examining self-concept of drug dependent
persons and determining the relationships between self-cencept and the number of
recurrence of drug dependence after the therapy as well as between self-concept and
duration of drug dependence among those persons. A purposive sample of 100 heroin
dependent persons receiving methadone was obtained from the outpatient department
of the Thanyarak Hospital. The Tennesse Self-Concept Scale was used for data
caollection. The descriptive statistics was used to analyze the sample characteristics and
Pearson’s product mement correlation coefficient was used to describe the reiaticnships
between the variables.

Results of the study revealed the moderate level of total self-concept, both in total
score and its domains namely identity, self-satisfaction, behavior, physical, moral-
ethical self, personal self, family self, social self, and self criticism. When compared these

resulis with the resuits of the study which used the same instrument with the normal




population, it was found that the self-concept scores in all components tended to be
lower than the scores of normal population.

The negative relationships among the variables were found. The correlation
coefficient between self-concept and the number of recurrence of drug dependence after
the therapy was -27 (p < .01} and between self-concept and duration of drug
deperfdence was -.47 (p < .01) . Implications for the nursing practice, nursing education,

and nursing research were recommended.




