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2bstract

The descriptive study was conducted to identify the
level of dependent-care agent performance of mothers for
Cheir children with cancer. A purposive sample of 50
mothers of children with cancer was selected form three
wards of the First and Second University Hospital of West
China University of Medical Sciences in Chengdu, China.
Mothers’ performance of dependent-care was assessed with

the Dependent-care Agent Performance Questionnaire (DCAPQ)
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modified from Moore and Mosher (1997). Panel of experts
tested the validity of the instrument and Content Validity
Index was .81. The realiability of the instrument -was
tested from which the cronbach Alpha was .89. Data were
anaiyzed using descriptive statistics : range, mean, SD,
frequency, and percentage.

Result of this study indicated that

1. More than half of the subjects (56%) performed
dependent-care at a high level,

2. More than half of the subjects had moderate
level of dependent-care performance in a universal and
developmental dimensgions and had high 1level in health
deviation dependent-care performance. (58%, 58% and 64%
respectively)

The finding of this study provide information for
nurses to understand mothers’ dependent-care performance
for their cancer children. The finding also provide nurses
with guidances to assess and to promote dependent-care
preformance of mothers for their cancer children. =&
replication of this study in a larger sample is
recommended. A study of dependent-care performance on a
specific type of cancer and comparative study of different

dependent-care agents are also recommended.



