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Abstract

This descriptive comparative study was undertaken to
describe and compare health care needs of chronically ill
school-age children as perceived by the children and their
parents. Study samples obtained by purposive sampling were
50 chronically ill school-age children and their parents
who visited pediatric out patient departments at Beijing
Children's Hospital and Peking Union Medical College
Hospital. The instrument for data collection was an

interview form developed by the researcher composed of
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three parts: demographic data of the children, demographic
data of the parents, and the Health Care Needs Interview
Form. The content wvalidity was assessed by a panel of
experts and the content validity index was .89. Reliability
obtained by means of KR-20 was .91. Data was analyzed in
terms of frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
and McNemar test.

The results of this study revealed the following:

The chronically ill school-age children had health
care needs related to illness management, health promoticn,
and developmental tasks. The five most frequent needs
identified by children were the need to attend school; the
need to maintain a normal life as their peers by doing the
same things as their peers; the need tc receive love and
understanding from family members; the need to sleep and
rest adequately; and the need to interact with peers.

The parents of chronically ill school-age children
identified their children's health care needs as related to
illness management, health promotion, and developmental
tasks. The parent’s perception of their children’s needs
were the need to know the diagnosis; the need to
participate in their own care; the need to sleep and rest
adequately; and the need to attend school were the four
most frequently identified needs.

Most of the health care needs identified by the

chronically 1ll school-age children were similar to their
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parents. However, the need to know the diagnosis, the need
to participate in their own care, and the need to learn how
to prevent themselves from risks was significantly
different at a level of .05. The need to receive the best
medical care and nursing care was the most important health
care need identified by the children and their parents.
Doctors and books were resources that they used to wmeet
their health care needs.

The findings of this study can be utilized as
bageline information in increasing nurses’ and nursing
educators’ awareness  of the health <care needs of

chronically ill school-age children.



