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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to describe the Public Health Supervisors’ knowledge of
disinfection and sterilization, the practice and the problems, and suggestions about supervision
related to disinfection and sterilization. The population was 187 Public Healih Supervisors who
worked in the Northern region. Data was collected from December 1998 to January 1999 by
using self-administered questionnaires developed by the researcher. The questionnaire consisted
of four parts: demographic data, knowledge on disinfection and sterilization, sup-=rvision
practices, and problems and suggestions of suﬁervisors related to disinfection and sterilization.
Questionnaires were mailed to the study population. The response rate was 91.4 percent. Data

was analysed by using descriptive statistics,



The results of this study revealed that 82.5 % of Public Health Supervisors were
female, the age range was 23-58 years, 63.8 % were professional nurses and 64.9 % had 1-5
years of supervision experience. The 0\-fera11 scores of knowledge on disinfection and
sterilization of the Public Health Supervisors was 64.0 %. The scores on kmowledge on
disinfection, cleaning, boiling and sterilization by autoclaving were 69.0, 67.5, 62.0 and 58.0
percent of each total score respectively. Public Health Supervisors could perform 67.2 % of all
the supervision activities every time. The percentage of planning, implementation and evaluation
activities performed every time were 58.5,75.3 and 69.1 of all activities respectively.

The major problem encountered by the Public Health Supervisors were the inadequate
knowledge on disinfection and sterilization, the lack of opportunities for training and attending
seminars on disinfection and sterilization, and the supervision of many jobs at the same time.
In addition, the Health Care Worker with very long experience did not comply with
supervision, and there were no specific persomnel to take responsibility for disinfection and
sterilization. The Public Health Supervisors suggested that updated information on disinfection
and sterilization should be provided, and that training courses on disinfection and sterilization,
as well as supervision techniques and skills should be conducted. It should also be determined
which personnel should take responsibility for disinfection and sterilization supervision, and that
the supervision should be conducted continuously.

The results of this study indicated the need to improve both kmowledge on disinfection
and sterilization and skills in supervision of Public Health Supervisors. Responsible
organizations should aiso determine the specific personnel who should take responsibility for

disinfection and sterilization supervision.



