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Abstract

This descriptive correlational study was to

investigate the relationship between the preoperative
anxiety and postoperative pain. The objectives of this study
were to describe the preoperative anxiety, postoperative
pain among cholecystectomy patients, and to ascertain the
relationship between the preoperative anxiety and
postoperative pain. Data collection was conducted from

November, 1997 to February, 1598 in three teaching hospitals
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of Hunan Medical Univérsity, Chang Sha city, Hunan Province,
P.R. China. Seventy abdominal cholecystectomy patients
participated in this study. The instrument used for data
collection was composed of three parts : demographic data
form, visual analogue scale (VAS) of preoperative anxiety,
visual analogue scale (VAS) of postoperative pain. The
reliability of VAS of preoperative anxiety and postoperative
pain have been confirmed by test-retest method by
researcher, it was reported that the Pearson’'s coefficient +
of preoperative anxiety and postoperative pain were .76 and
-84, resgpectively. Descriptive statistice and Pearson’s
product moment were used for data analysis.

The results of this study revealed that

1. The cholecystectomy patients experienced the
moderate preoperative anxiety.

2. The cholecystectomy patients experienced the

moderate postoperative pain.

3. There was a significant moderate pesitive
relationship between the Preoperative anxiety and
postoprative pain (r = .4217, p <.001).

The findings of this study may be implicated to
nursing practice, nursing administration, nursing education

in helping nurse to be awared of the preoperative anxiety,
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postoperative pain, and the relationship between the
preoperative anxiety and postoperative pain. The findings
also may be implicated to nursing research by providing the
baseline data for further research and inspiring the other

people to further explore in this field.




