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Abstract

Nosocomial infections cause severe illness and death of
patients. Nurses have an important role in reducing a prevalence of
nosocomial infections. The purposes of this study were to describe
knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors related to prevent.ion and control
of nosocomial infections: and to determine the relationﬁhips among

knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors related to prevention and control



of nosocomial infections. The population was 151 new graduated murses
of'Boromrajonani Nursing College in March 1997, working in regional
and general hospitals in the northeastern region. Instruments used
in data collection were self—admiﬁistered questionaires measuring
knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors related to prevention and control
of nosocomial infections, developed by the researcher. Contént
validity and reliability of instruments were assessed and the
reliability coefficient were 0.72, 0.84‘and 0.80 respectively. The
data were collected during Juﬁe and July 1887. One hgndred and forty-
two (894.0 %) completed questionnaires were recieved. The data were
analysed by using descriptive‘statistics, Pearson’s product‘ moment
correlation coefficient, and stepwise multiple regpession analysis.
The results of this study revealed that the population had
moderate level of knowledgse related to prevention and control of
nosocomial infections. Fift& two point eight percents of the
population had moderate level of knowledge, 35.9 and 9.2 percents had
good and poor level of knowledge respectively. Only 1.4 percents of
the population had very good level of knowledge about employee health
and reles of nurse related to prevention and control of nosocomial
infections. They needed more knowledge about prevention of surgical
site infections. Attitudes toward prevention and control of nosocomial
infections were at a good level. The attitudes of 82.0 percents, 19.0
percents, and 17.6 percents of the population were in a good, very
good and moderate levels, respectively. Behaviors regarding preven-

tion and control of nosocomial infections which the most of population



‘always performed were disposal of used needles and sharp instriuments
in a puncture-resistant containers (95.1 %). Behaviors which the most
of population sometimes pgrformed were washing hands every time before
wearing gloves for caring‘patients (63.4 %). There were significant
low level positive relationship between knowledge and attitudes
(p<.05, r= .20); and between attitudes and behaviors (p<.01, r= .29).
There was no 'relationship between knowledge and behaviors. ALtitudes
toward prevention and control of nosocomial infections was a predictor
of behaviors related to prevention and control of nosocomial infec-
tions (R= .29, F= 12.69, p<.01; Beta= .29, p<.01). Attitudes could
explain variation in behaviors related to prevention and control of
nosocomial infections for only 8.3 percents. However knowledse was
not a predictor of behaviors (Beta= .03, p<.71).

The result of this study indicated that new graduated nurses
should be educated more on prevention and control of nosocomial
infections especially on prevention of surgical site infections and
should be promoted for good attitudes and good behaviors related to
prevention and control of nosocomial infections. Other studies shoud
be done on factors related to prevention and control of nosocomial
ihfections behaviors of new graduated nurses and those on methods for
promoting knowledge, attitudes, and behaviofs related to prevention

and control of nosccomial infections among new graduated nurses.



