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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the effect of mothers’
presence on preschoél children’s reactions undergoing venipuncture.
The subjects were 40 children, 3-6 years old, who were adnitted with
acute illness to the pediatric ward of Payoa hospital and were
ordered for venipuncture on admission. Twenty subjects were randomly
assigned to the control group and the others to the experimental
group. The subjects were matched for sex and age. The data were
collected through the use of a demographic data form and- a behavior

observation form. The behavior observation form was examined for




content validity. The intercbserver reliability was 0.9. The data
were analyzed for frequency, percentage, arithmetic means, amd
standard deviation. The chi-square, independent t-test, and
Mann-Whitney U test were used to test the hypotheses. The findings
were :

1. The behaviors of the subjects in both the control and the
experimental groups were similar. Before venipuncture, the following
behaviors were observed; the subjects appeared frightened, they held
their mothers tightly, they refused to sit or lie down, they twisted
their bodies to get away from the personnel, and they cried. During
venipuncture; a change in their facial expression, face turning,
calling for mothers, and crying, were observed. After venipuncture;
they did not look at nurses®’ faces, they cried, and they held their
mothers tightly.

2. When comparing the behaviors of the control and the
experimental groups using the chi-square, there were no differences in
behaviors during and after venipuncture. However before venipunctures;
the control group denonstrated more occurences of 3 behaviors than
the experimental group. When the mothers took the subjects into the
trestment room, the control group twisted their bodies and cried
more than the experimental group at the statistically significant
level of .01. When the mothers escorted the subjects to sit or lie
down for venipuncture, the control group cried more than the

experimental group at the statistically significant level of .0005.




3. A comparison of the total mean scores between the two
groups showed statistically significant differences in bodily (&£ =
.05), verbal (€ = .01), and total behaviors (& = .01) before
venipuncture. Differences were also noted in the verbal behavior
during venipuncture (<X = ,04).
4. Behaviors of boys and girls in the experimental and
control groups were not different.
From the findings, it is suggested that mothers should be

encouraged to be with their children undergoing venipuncture.




