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‘Abstract

Nursing role conceptions are rarely studied in China.
This descriptivé study was conducted to compare nursing role
conceptions among senior baccalaureate and diploma nursing
students in three universities in Beijing and Tianjin areas.
Role theory was theoretical bases for the study. A randomly
selected sample consisted of 52 senior baccalaureate nursing
students and 108 senior diploma nursing students. A
modification of Nursing Role Conceptions Scale (Pieta, 1976)
by the researcher was used to measure role conceptions. The
validity and reliability of the modified instrument wére

measured. The Index of Content Vadility (CVI) was .89 and
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Cronbach coeffiencient alpha for baccalaureate and diploma
nursing students were .90 and .B8 respectively. The
statistical package for the social sciences (SPSS) was used
for data analysis. Descriptive statistics in terms of
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation and t-test
were used to analyze the obtaining data. The hypotheses were
supported. The results showed that senior baccalaureate
nursing stﬁdents held a more professional role conception than
senior diploma nursing students (p<.001). Conversely, the
senior diploma nursing students held a more bureaucratic role
conception than senior baccalaureate nursing students
(p<.001). There was no statistically significant difference in
service role conception between these two groups of students.
This study validated the findings of similar research
conducted over the past years. The results also iﬁdicated that
there were statispically significant differences in
professional and service role discrepancies between these two
ETOups of students {p<.001). Nursing educators and
administrators may use the findings of this study as a guide
to help nursing students or neophyte nurses to develop role

conceptions appropriate to the reality of nursing practice.



