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Abstract

A correlational  descriptive  study was conducted to
investigate self-concept and selected influencing factors among
hospitalized Chinese school-age children with chronic illness. A
purposive sample of 122 school-age children with chronic illness
as  nephrotic  syndrome, leukemia, and congenital heart disecase
admitted in three major teaching hospitals in Shanghai City were
selected. Children's Medical Records, Demographic Form, and
Piers-Harris Self-concept Scale (PHSCS) were used to collect the
data. Descriptive statistics and stepwise multiple regression were

used to analyze the data.
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Results of this study showed that the.majority of
hospitalized Chinese school-age children with chronic illness
had at least average level of self-concept. Academic
achievement {GPA) wag a strong predictor of self-concept and
three of its subconcepts including social behavior, academic
competence, and physical appearance and attribute. RAge was a
significant predictors of self-concept, and two of its
subconcepts, social behavior, and popularity. 5ex was &
significant predictor of social behavior, anxiety, and
popularity. Duration of illness was a significant predictor
of physical appearance and attribute. In addition, type of
illness was a significant predictor of popularity.

It can be implicated from this study that nurses shold
help hospitalized school-age children with chronic illness.
build positive self-concept in c¢oncerns with their age, sex,
academic achievement, type of 1illness, and duration of
iilness. In addition, the results also provide implications
for nursing education to emphasize nurses' roles in
encouraging positive self—concept‘ development of these
children. For nursing research, the results can be used to
develop self-concept improving program.

Replication of this study may be recommended with

random selected sample, larger sample size, and expanded
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illness type. A comparison study on self-concept of
hospitalized and non-hospitalized children with chronic

illness is also recommended.
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