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ABSTRACT

The thesis title is “the concept of money in Buddhist philosophy”. Its objectives are 1) to
study the meaning and the role of money in Buddhist philosophy and 2) to analyze the value of money in
Buddhist philosophy. The Documentary research is used.

The study is found that the meaning of money in Buddhist philosophy is regarded as material
exchange and measure. In the economy system, the money is the basic needs to run the business as the
capital of production and consumption. But in Buddhist philosophy, the money is classified into two
groups which are the secular wealth and the sublime wealth. One should accumulate the latter by oneself
because the first is normally degenerated and the latter is abstract and sublime to lead one to Nibbana that
is the most sake of Buddhists. So it is only intermediate to exchange and measure material things but the
use and the collection of money in Buddhist philosophy do not mean to be rich, entertainment and social
authority but mean to use the basic need of oneself and do not go in the way of encroachment of others.

In Buddhist philosophy, the principles of allocation getting by legal way are apportioned into 4
parts; part 1 use for oneself basic need, part 2 and 3. use for running own business, and part 4. use for
emergency time. However, a way of life is taken on the basis of the moderate considering the value of
things. If one considers that the value is equal to entertainment or respond own craving or is only
temporary usage causing the blame, one should leave it to reduce the suffering. But one considers that it is
equal to the true value causing the happiness and the loveliness to both oneself and all beings. One should
always be treated even greater value. So, the value of money in the Buddhist philosophy effecting to the

social and economic aims to respond human needs to be true happy, calm and cool.



Buddhism considered the economic activities conducted in the secular money are only a means
leading to the four happiness; 1. Atthisukha: happiness caused by the wealth 2. Bogasukha: happiness
caused by using the wealth 3. Ananyasukha : happiness caused by the un-indebted 4. Anavajjasukha:
happiness caused by good conduct. The economic results are not the goal of human but a device to
support the development of the human mind. But the level of the sublime world, one should use the
properties to survive one’s life to cultivate the 7 sublime wealth to truly the ultimate goal that is

happiness.



