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ABSTRACT

This research, “Nagarjuna’s Concept of Catuskoti”, explores: 1) to study of Nagarjuna’s
Concept of Catuskoti 2) to analyze structure, function and objective of Nagarjuna’s Concept of
Catuskoti. The methodology used is documentary research.

The study shows that the meaning of “Catuskoti” is divised into 4 corners or 4
alternatives that categorize philosophical views into 4 groups on the base of metaphysic and
logic. Catuskoti’s structure are 1) First group is view of origination from self that shown
affirmative attitude in philosophy and represented by Sarmkhya’s concept 2) Second group is view
of origination from others that shown negative attitude in philosophy which represented by
Sautrantika’s concept 3) Third group is view of origination from self and others that shown
synthetic attitude in philosophy which represented by Jaina’s concept 4) Final group is view of
origination neither from self nor others that shown skeptic attitude in philosophy and represented
by Carvakal’s concept. After structuralizing philosophy’s views into 4 group, function of
Catuskoti is analysis of those views by dialectical structure that build reduction ad absurdum
argument (Prasanga) be used to reasoning (Yukti) on two-menbered argument contain negative
proposition and reason ( Hetu) to shown errorness of all views. From Catuskoti’s function is
leading to an objective, that made refutation from unscrutinize extreme views and disintegrate the

conflict without heading to the new conflict. The highest goal of Nagarjuna’s Concept of Catus



koti is Dharma-Stinyata, i.e. to understand and aware the diversity of views in which the duality

of characteristic is to be destroyed.



