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Abstract

The thesis has two objectives. The first is to find out the Metaphysical concept of
Intakhin ceremony of Chiang Mai. The second, is to evaluate ethical concept of the sense. The
methodology is conducted by collecting data related to Lanna ritual and Intakhin ceremony from
various sources including interview the prominent Lanna scholars. Then analyze the data in order
to get the metaphysical and ethical concept as found in Intakhin ceremony.

Inthkhin ceremony is based on its legend as following. Inta, the King of gods in the
heaven has ordered two protective giants to bring heavenly Intakhin down to earth and erect it at
Noppaburi or Chiang Mas as nowadays-called, in or to suppress all troubles. Later being annoyed
with people disregarding to Intakhin, both of protective giants bring Intakhin back to the heaven
causing the trouble to return. By people’request, one monk has intervened as a medium. Inta has
suggested the people to duplicate Intakhin and instruct them to worship the duplicated one
instead.

From the study, in metaphysical point of view, it was found that the spot where Intakhin
was e erected is the center of point of the city. This was approved by ancient cosmological theory
as well as Mahataksa doctrine. Intakhin is a supernatural thing, vital-in-itself, and was protected
by sacred ones such as protective giants ascetics and ancestor spirit. From these concepts it has

reflected cosmology theology. Lanna people has suceeded Intakhin worship ceremony from



generations to generations. The ceremony become a holy center for the people from all walk of
life.

In the ethical point of view, based on belief in supernatural power which could give
blessing to the practitioner, in case of right give practice, and punishment in case of wrong
practice, there is a promulgation of law and order related to the Intakhin worship ceremony.
Punishment will fall upon those who ignore to participate in the ritual. Furthermore, there is some
traditional doctrine which suggest Lanna people to behave properly according to ethical code of
community and not to ignore Intakhin worship ceremony.

In the aspect of value of metaphysics related to the ceremony, it goes in the following
way. Having faith in supernatural power through its symbol, i.e. Intakhin, Lanna people make
Intakhin worship annual ceremony, in order to get blessings from supernatural beings which
existed in the spot and around. Having been blessed, they live a happy life fulfilled in whatever
they want. It was also believed that to make a vow to Intakhin is begotten one’s wish sooner.

Value of ethics related to the ceremony is found in the following way. Having been
upheld the good custom and tradition, e. i. , Intakhin worship ceremony, Lanna people follow
ethical code of community as a heritage given to them from holiness of Intakhin. Their culture

was regarded as civilized. And this civilization is succeeded dawn to the present day.



