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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to find the philosophical thoughts of Hmong in
metaphysics and ethics ; by studying on Hmong 's sayings which translated by the
Hmong’s elders who know their meanings , then observing the phenomena which occur
in Hmong’s society and relating them to the meanings of those sayings, at last analyzing
them in to the philosophical thoughts.

From the study it was found that Hmong,in metaphysics way , thinks that the
world is composed of two parts , related together. One is the physical part which can be
showed for us by the sense perception such as human and animal body , plant ,
planet ( earth and star so on..) matter and energy. All these are the whole components
of the physical universal system that is called “the world of human being ( ntiaj teb tib
neeg oryaj ceeb)”. The other is the abstract part which beyond the sense perception, it
is called *the world of spirit (dab teb or yeeb ceeb)” . This part is composed of soul and
spirit .

About the life, especially in human being, life is also composed of two parts ;
the physical part is the body and the abstract part is soul, mind and the being of life.
In Hmong ianguage , the soul is called “ plig” , mind is called “siab” and being of life is
called “siav ”. All these components are related together when a person still alive.

According to Hmong s view “the soul ” is the most important one because it creates



life so that the physical body can be appeared. When a person dies, the soul is separated
in three parts ;one is at the tomb , one at“the land of ancestor or Hmong's heaven »
and the last continues to process life ; birth |, die and rebirth as the never ending of life
which showing the Law of Karma.

Hmong also thinks that the soul not only appears in human being and animal
but also lives as spirit in all nature such as forest » rock , ground and river, which are
called * the wild spirit ( dab qus)” and in the house which are called “the house spirit
(dab tsev ). All these spirits live in the world of spirit ( dab teb ) and relate to
humnan’s activities .

In addition, Hmong interests to consider things ( both physical and abstract ones ) as
couple such as mother-father , ground-sky , dark- light , sun-moon and the world of human
being — the world of spirit ( yaj ceeb-yeeb ceeb)so on... And doesn’ t interest to find “the
first element ” , so this view is in line with the world of © yin” and “ yang  in the
Chinese philosophy.

For ethics , Hmong sets up many rules and ways of act dealing with the life
between human beings to human beings and also human beings to the spirits. For example ,
the taboo “ Don't take a woman to a man’s house for sleeping together before marry ”
means that it will brake both human and spirits rule , if one has done as this behavior and
must be punished. In Hmong’s thought feeding the ancestor spirit shows the gratefulness ,
being one kind of moral consciousness. So Hmong’s view of ethics is related to the
Chinese philosophy such as the Confucionism which emphasises on respecting the elder
(both this world and the world of spirit ).

Therefore , Hmong’s both metaphysical and ethical thoughts are the “ Holistic View of

Universe ” : dealing with the physical and abstract part,



