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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study namely, a case of “Lam Nam Wa” Community, that
consisted of Ban Nam Wa, Ban Nam Pu and Ban Huay Sai Mool village, Nam Pang Sub-district,
Mae Cahrim District, Nan Province, were to study the community potentiality for eco-tourism
promotion and the problems or threats affecting such potentiality, present solutions for the
problems and the community’s potential for eco-tourism. The methods of this study were
qualitative, the data were collected through a number of focus group discussions, participant and
non-participant observations, structured and non-structured interviews, and described by content
analysis.

The physical and environment research in this study had a high level of potential.

The all over of community potentialities were at a lower middle level, and were
separated into four factors :

1. The comnunity potential for natural environment conservation, was at a middle
level : by using their traditional, community folk regulations, and the realization also awareness

to conserve their own environment by themselves. These were more effective than the

government laws.



2. The community potential for community participation-based tourism, was at a
lower middle level : one group needed outside assistance, flie other group were able to cooperate
as a stakeholder or community without cutside assistance.

3. The community potential for tourism services, was found at a lower middle level -
local people could provide services to tourists due to lack of knowledge, skill and fund for their
investment,

4. The community potential for income generation from tourism, was found at a
lower middle level : because of lack of community based tourism services that is little income or
benefit from tourism for the community. Although the tourist activities in the area generate
income, the income does not go to the community, but to the outsiders that arrange the tourist
activities, and leads to lack of fund for their own community developing projects or activities for
community improvement.

The solutions to these problems are to establish a community committee to
dialogue together with outsiders that arrange the tourist activities, the government and non-

government organizations to find a way for the community’s potential for income and eco-

tourism.



