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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is the analytical study of individual rights in the Tripitaka.
This work’s methodology is centered on documentary research. The methodology of presentation
of results is analytical description. For the analytic study of individual rights in Buddhist
Scriptures, two kinds of individual rights are found:
1. Social Rights, dependant upon the social status of the individual,
2. Dhamma (moral, spiritual norms), dependant upon the law of nature, also called the
law of action, the common threefold characteristics, and the ‘law of causes and

conditions.

The term “right,” has the same meaning as the terms “result,” “benefit,” and “happiness.”
The unique feature of individual rights in Buddhist Scriptures is that the individual will gain
his/her rights as he/she creates the.conditions within oneself. So such rights must come along with
the fulfiliment of one’s duty and the ability to take responsibility for one’s own life, and the lives

of others without discrimination, conditioned on dealing with the purpose of life in each case.



As a result from the analytical study of Buddhist Scriptures, we can conclude that:

1.

The Buddha's teachings found in Tripitaka do not deny the existence of
individual rights in a sociological aspect. These are the rights inherent in
one’s own life or one’s properties that should protected through social means.
Conversely, Buddhist perspective of the rights emphasize doing one’s own
duty properly. In this way, everyone’s rights in society will be protected.
Therefore instead of claim to compensation from others' or focussing on
protection of oﬁe’s own interests, one should focus on attending to one’s own
duty.
The Tripitaka pays less importance to the rights of the individuals in the
social perspective, and gives more emphasis to mental development. The most
important human obligation centers on attaining the highest aims of
spirituality. One can do so by earnestly training oneself, controlling one’s
mind and not yielding to the lower sensibilities attached to outer or inner
conditions. On reaching this level of spirituality, the person has obtained the

highest, truest, and most sustainable benefit feasible to individual existence.



