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ABSTRACT

This thesis entitled “ A philosophical thought in Isan folk literature” is a
study of Metaphysical and Ethical thoughts in 10 Isan folk literary works. Its objectives
are to analyze philosophical thought and to amalyze the way of thought of Tai -Isan race
before and after being influenced by Buddhist philosophy.

Jt was found that Tai —Isan race believed in the interrelation between the
world, human beings and supernatural entity. The world and human beings were created
by the King Thaen, the Greatest Spirit. He is the controller of all things. World and
human beings have to move on according to the rules set up by him. Human beings
always keep in touch with the world of the King Thaen as well as the world of other
beings. They pai;:l respects to natural and supernatural things in the belief that nature was
protected and watched over by spirits which can be called Pantheism or Animism. When
they turned to Buddhism they accepted the teaching of the law of Kamma which goes
“Human beings ar¢ in one hand the products of their own previous deeds, and in the
other hand, they are to be bomn in the others forms by initiation of new deeds.” In the
same time, believing in spirit as supernatural entity which be able to create benefits or
harms to human beings was retained.

This interaction of two different trends of thought leads to the holistic way of

thought, i.e.; to integrate human beings nature and supernatural entity, without partially



looking and traditional way of thought that goes like this. Whenever they got into
troubles caused by sickness or by some other natural disasters, they believed that the
misfortune caused by supernatural demons. To make them satisfied, the propitiatory
sacrifice has to be performed. ﬁesides sacrifice to spirits, they also make merit according to
Buddhist principles.

Ethical perspective as found in Isan folk literature is based on Metaphysical
belief in spirit as the creator determiner controller and watcher over of human beings and
the world. It is followed that Tai—Isan race had performed the propitiatory sacrifice
adoration to spirits to make them satisfied and to gain the gains they wished. At the
same time, they also followed the rules of ancient tradition (Heet — Kong) and the
principles of Buddhism which lead to making merits and performing various wholesome
deeds in order to be born in a good world in the next life. The justification on this
ancient tradition is different depen on the social condition of each community. There is
no fixed for this. Justification on Buddhist principle, however, is Absolutism.

Philosophical thought as found in Tai~Isan folk literature has its own specific
and outstanding characteristics. This philosophy is not only for searching after knowledge
for knowledge but also is to bring down the philosophical thought into daily practice.
This is the identity of Tai-Isan race philosophy which had been succeeded consecutively

up to now.



