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Abstract

The purpose of the study of “the philosophical thought of Samak Buravasis to
realize the philosophical thought and principles including the philosophical means and
methods of Samak Buravas by analyzing the 9 books which constitute his major work. It
was found that the thought and basic principl?s are materialistic, and later developed into a
philosophy of science. His method is dialectical and follows the scientific procedure- in order
to discover truths, correct knowledge which have practical value.

The result of the study and analysis informs us of his attitude towards philosophy;
namely that philosophy is a necessary subject in order to develop people’s worldview ina
systematic and scientific way, so that they can understand the truth of the world correctly,
and philosophy can be a tool for changing social order. If we consider the philosophical
thonght from a western point of view, as frame of reference, we see that Samak
Buravas’s work can be metaphysically classified as materialism; i.e. he gives importance
to philosophy of science —the latter constituting a foundation for his important ideas on
natural and social science. Regarding his epistemology, it is empirically oriented; Samak
Buravas states that correct kmowledge is got from experience which has passed the
test of science. As concemns his ideas on ethics, Samak Buravas can be considered an
universalitic hedonist in a relativist sitting; man is capable of creating good when social

and economic environment are favorable.



Besides this, the study shows the development of his thought in the different
stages in his life. Starting from a scientific outlook resuiting from western influences in his
educational itinerary, followed by a period in which he develops an interest in Buddhism — its
theory and practice, eventually resulting in an worldview which integrates and combines
different disciplines in a unique blend of science, history, social sciences, and Buddhism; he
was especially interested in discovering truth and developing insight in order to use this
knowledge as a motor for improving social conditions, by using scientific method and
mindfulness meditation as basis.

Moreover, it was found that his thought has influenced Thai contemporary thinkers who
readily acknﬁwledge their indebtedness to Samak Buravas, and continue studying society in
terms of his analysis; Prawut Srimanta studied social ‘reform, whereas Winichai
Saengsawangwattana focuses on the philosophy of science. These two thinkers see the
importance of Samak . Buravas’s determination and efforts to produce a theoretical body of
works for developing Thai wisdom. Samak Buravas is therefore rightfully considered as a Thai

philosopher.



