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ABSTRACT

The thesis entitled Buddhadasa Bhikkhu's Concept of Man is focusing on
The concept of man as viewed by the most reverend Thai monk, Buddhadasa -
Bhikkhu.

Buddhadasa points out that Man is nothing but the only composition of 6
elements; i.e., earth, water, air, fire, space-element and consciousness-clement. By
the combination of 6 elements, Body and Mind come into existence which is
called in worldly Language as Human Being. From another point of view, Human
Being, is composed of the Five Aggregates, ie. body, feeling, memory or
perception, thinking, and consciousness.

Further more, the human essence is the capacity to determine the final goal
for his life by cultivating the knowledge of Laws of Nature. Human Being is able
to realize the Laws of Nature to understand the true value of life. If a man really
knows the true value of life and develops his knowledge by right understanding
(Sammadhitthi), he will finally attain the purity, illumination and calmness of mind
Buddhadasa points out that with the capacity of knowing , man is able to develop

himself.




The true value or essence of human being is the capacity for rational
knowledge as above mentioned. The wltimate end according to Buddhadasa is to
become true Human which comes about with the correct understanding of the Law
of interrelatedness of nature. In other words, it is to live a life without attachment to
the notion T~ and * Mine .

Finally, Buddhadasa provides the right ways to cultivate the ability to attain
Right Understanding of Human Essence by emphasizing the Buddha's Eightfold
Path. He does not stress much on Ethical and Meditative factors, but rather
emphasizes the Intellectual Factors; i.e., Right Understanding and Right Thought.
To live a life with true happiness freeing oneself from attachment to “I” and
“MINE” is to become pure, enlightened and calm.

To develop a human person through the process of withdrawing .oneself
from the bondage of self-attachment is the true goal of human existence. All this is

Buddhadasa's view of man.



