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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to make a study of some of Sunthorn
Phu's literary works in order to find out whether his ethical thoughts
are in agreement with the ethical philosophy of Humanism. If Sunthorn
“pPhu's ethical thoughés accord with Humanist ethical thoughts, then,
Sunthorn Phu ought to be regarded as a Humanist wifhin the philosophical

world.

Sunthorn Phu's moral standard of‘right and wrong, of gbod énd bad
and his list of moral virtues are still in Ehe author 's opinion, éééliéa—
ble to ThHai society of today. The pracﬁiqé of these virtues will bring
about happiness to.individuals as well as to society as a wholg. There—
fore, these virtues, as upheld bf Sunthorn Phu, should be useful in the

promotion of moral conduct of the Thai people.

Data for this research were collected from Sunthorn Phu's literary
works and from relevant literature on Humanist ethics. After haviﬁg‘all

the necessary data, the data were analysed and interpreted under these



i

_headings: Sunthorn Phu's views of life and the world, his views of good
and bad, his ethical principles of government, his'ethical virtues for

the'household life.

The result of research points out that,the ethical thoughts
found in Sunthorn Phu's works agree with the Humanist ethical thoughts;
Sunthbrn.Phu, like Humaﬁists, holds\that man has worth and dignity,
ffeédom‘of choice and ability to choose his own way of life or destiny.
Besides, Sunthorn Phu believes that men are equal and are able to adhere
'tp'feasoﬁ, are able to know good or bad by themselves and therefore, are

responsible for their own actions.

From what has been studied, however, it ié to be noted that
Sunthbrn Phu's ethical views are not systemétidally presentéd and do not
cover all the areas of ethics. Therefore, there is a place for Buddhist
ethics in Sunthorn Phu's outline for moral conduct in everyday 1ife. In
other words, Sunthorn Phu's etﬁical principles together with Buddhist
e%hics will make a complete system when applied to practical life of the

Thai péople.

In sum, Sunthorn Phu emphasizes man's importance over and beyond
all other thihgs in the world. He places man in the centre of everything.
Sunthorn Phu teaches man to think intellingently and do good deeds which
cause benefits and happiness to himself and other people. This is the
same as the Humanist view. That is why Sunthorn Phu ought to be extolled

as one of the important humanists in the world.



