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Abstract

The major objectives of this research were: (1) to study
the relation between belief in magic and lack of understanding of
Buddhist teachings, and lack of self-reliance among Thai Buddhists
in rural areas of northern Thailand; and {2) to discover means

for increasing selfwreliant behaviors in the above STOoUp-.

The research hypothesis in this study was: Belief in magic
and lack of understanding in the principles of Buddhist teachings
are related to lack of self-reliance among Thai Buddhistg in rural

areas of northern Thailand.

The sample was comprised of 200 quota-selected males who
were Buddhist, married heads of household, still living with their

spouses, and residents of Mae Rim, Doi Saket, San Kampaeng, and




Sansai Districts of Chiang Mai Pxovince.

Data were collected as follows. A letier of introduction
was prepared and hand-carried to the headmen of the villages

where +the sample group resided. When there was mutual under-

standing regarding the data collection, interviews of the sample
group were conducted. The instrument used was én interview
schedule prepared specifically for this research and reviewed "

and corrected by a panel of experts. Interviewers were selected
from officials of the Chiang Mai Nonformal Education Centgr who
were fluent in the northern Thai dialect., The 8 male interviewers
selected were given comprehensive training on interview methods

by the researcher.

The interview schedule was divided intoc 5 partss

Part 1 Personal data, e.g. age, level of education.

Fart 2 Belief in magic.

Part 3 Understanding of principles of PBuddhist teachings.
Part 4 Self-reliance.

Part 5 Ceneral data on one's lifestyle.

The results on this research were as follows. The
research hypothesis was not supported; however, there was one
interesting finding — Belief in magic showed an inverse relation-

ship to understanding of the principles of Buddhist teachings,




significant at the .0l level. This means that those persons
believing in magic have little understanding of Buddhist

teachings, and vice versa.

In addition, this research identified and prioritized
items of belief in magic, lack of understanding of Buddaist
teachings,; and non—self-reliant behaviors and other behaviors

indicating lack of self-reliance.

This research included recommendations for the application
of results in developing goodness, ethics, self-reliance, reason,
and happiness through the principles of Buddhist teachings among

the rural population.






