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ABSTRACT

The study aimed at investigating the contexts affecting the group cohesion and
natural resources as well as environmental management conducted by youth networks
in Mae Wang watershed of Chiang Mai Province. Qualitative technique was
applicable for the study; the data was then derived from the interviews, discussions, as
well as participatory and non-participatory observation. The correlation was then
investigated before being presented together with descriptions.

The study showed that the contexts affecting the group cohesion and natural
resources as well as environmental management were entitled as the supports
forwarded from those public and private supporting sectors within and beyond the
community; the contexts regarding social and family played important roles in
forming the awareness and actuality concerning the environment. However, the
correlation was found as ties created and shared among youths in their groups and
beyond. The latter one focused upon correlation among groups from different places.
They loved joining in activities with those from other groups. As for the natural
resources and environmental management, they learned from their friends coming
from different groups and simultaneously helped each other solve the problems arisen
in the community.

The environmental and natural resources management of the youths originated
from the process of participation; certain steps of Problem solving process included
planning, implementing and evaluation. Activities were designed upon the students’
background knowledge as well as some new knowledge. Once they participated in
activities, they realized their pride they had much love and care for the community’s
environmental and natural resources. By these consequences, the management was in
accordance with their way of living.



