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ABSTRACT

A case study on “Kwan Phayao Neighborhood and Community Forest Management” is
aimed to understand households’ behavior and conditions leading to cooperation and management
of forest and wetlands. The study uses the questionaires, interviews, and observation methods in
order to explain on household’s views and attitude.

The studied households are 51 households of fishermen living in Kwan Phayao
Neighborhood. A number of 31 households or 60.8 percent, their livelihoods depend on fishing
as a major earnings. These fishermen’s view point out-- a low level of cooperation; an absence of
clear regulations, most fishermen’s reaping benefits, lack of wetland conservation and protection.
The responses from interviews of key informants and observation indicate that, besides a year-
round fishing, the households and local neighborhood earn many other types of benefits from
Kwan Phayao. However, there is no any form of cooperation to solve an emerging problem of
ecosystem and environmental degradation. There might be some traceable causes which include
a lack of clear defined public and community forest/ wetland rights, a continuing land
encroachment, and a lack of local participation in the previous government’s projects, and

weakening community cohesion and care.



Interesting results reflect different views of fishermen and leaders in line with three
thinking patterns: the naturalist’s views that human is a part of nature wherein harmony is to be
created, partially by local individuals and groups; the environmentalist’s views on damaged
‘nature in which major concerns are about toxication problems — polluted water, chemicals, and
waste generated by increasing population and industry, and those fishermen are not engaged in
community forest and conservation; the materialists’ views on maximizing rcsou;ce uses and

claiming on state’s responsibilities in development and problem solving.



