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ABSTRACT

This study is designed to investigate the nature of community’s Phoh Khun Ngam
Muang Cult, including the cooperation patterns set up by the Phoh Khun Ngam Muang
Daughters Group and its impacts on conservation and resuscitation of Kwan Phayao
environment. The qualitative research method is devised to collect data through interview
and participant observation. The target group, from which information is derived, includes
the members of Phoh Khun Ngam Muang Daughters Group, venerable monks, community
leaders, NGOs, and spirit medium in Phayao Municipality.

According to the study, it is found that the Phoh Khun Ngam Muang Cult of the
community is considered a significant dynamic force in formation of community participatory
process in Kwan phayao environment conservation. The community cult reflects the three
dimensions of relationship between: 1) human and human, 2) human and environment, and 3)
human and supernatural beings as follows: '

1. Phoh Khun Ngam Muang Cult is characterized by relationship between humans
and supernatural beings in terms of spirits, souls, and sacredness originated from Buddhism

and Brahminism. It is believed that the so-called spiritual being can bring about happiness



and prosperity to the adherent. Phoh Khun Ngam Muang is publicly believed to have
possessed two kinds of supernatural power. He is endowed with political and administrative
charisma as well as virtues on the one hand, and, on the other, he possesses supernatural
power, performing miracle at times. For instance, wherever he goes the sun does not
shine hot, rainfalls do not wet, etc.

2. Phoh Khun Ngam Muang Cuit has eventually constituted the three volunteer
groups aimed at rendering social services in Phayao, especially the *“ Phoh Khun Ngam
Muang Daughters Group.” The work is done for the welfare of other; it reflects
relationship between humans and humans, and relationship between kinsmen and neighbors,
thereby the needy are helped. At its inception, the group organization was informal. It has
now become a formal establishment headed by the chairperson with specified responsibility
and, more importantly, all the members cherish the same goal, which is- deemed a
prominent legacy of Phayao female group.

3. The social process of Phoh Khun Ngam Muang Daughters Group is linked to
the social movement for task force recruits in order to solve Kwan Phayao environment
crisis. It is accounted for the relationship between human and nature, thereby the former
has learned to know from the latter through Kwan Phayao reservoir use. Accordingly,
natural resources have to be treated with awareness of their significance and sustainable

utilization.





