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ABSTRACT

The purposc of this independent study was focused on the environmental and public health
impact in a village where various groups of hill tribes migrated into this area. Field observation,
structured interview and focus group technique were used in this study. It was found that there were
several problems occurred in this area. One outstanding problem was the destruction of natural
resources. Deforestation caused by invasion of people into the forest for agricultural purpose had a lot
of effects on the ecology. Socio-psychological problems such as drugs, illegal immigrants, etc., were
uncontroflable. In the aspect of life-style, cultural exchange was found among the Karen when they
have adopted the Hmong’s life style. The continual increment of illegal immigrants from Myanmar
became 2 burden for the Thai government due to the total expense on public health services. For
example, some of them were carriers of dangerous transmitted disease such as diarrhea, malarié, HIV,
etc..  Problems due to continually migration of the tribes along the border seemed to become more
severe, Methods for controlling the problems are needed, since they might become more serious and

might not be good for the national security.



