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Abstract

The objectives of this research namely, a case of "Thai Song Dam" Community, Khao
Yoi Village, Khao Yoi Sub-district, Khao Yoi District, Phetchaburi Province, were o study the
community potentiality in tourist destination management, and the factors affecting such
potentiality.

The swudy gfoups were "Thai Song Dam" people and ofticers of government organizations.
The method of this study was qualitative type. The data were collected through a number of focus
group discussions, participant and non—.participant observations, structure and non-structure
interviews. Content analysis and descriptive statistical analyseé consisted of the use of frequency
distribution and percentage. However, a triangulation was used during data collection.

The results of this study were as follows:

1. "Thai Song Dam" contained a comrunity potentiality to manage their own tourist
destination. People grouped together and worked as the project members with the formal and
informal leaderé under the following circumstances. Those were composed of the sense of
belonging to the same minority group, cultural strength that related from generations to

generations, the community ideals, the economic dualism and the opportunities for the community



to participate in decision-making. Besides, the community also owned the potentiality identifying
of geography, managing transportation, culture, compounds and environment. These were the
positive strengths for developing the community tourist destination.

2. The potential factors, which influenced the community potential were as follows:

1) The cultural sirength: it has béen continuously inherit as the people's ways of live.
Additionally, kinship system, beliefs of their ancestors to spirit in and other ceremonies were also
the core components.

2) Self-reliance of the community: The community had their own occupation. Tourism
could be an extra income, bui not the main one. Besides, seniority belief, respect of leaders and
knowledgeable persons made them trust and help each other which were the factors affecting the
communitylpotentia] tourism.

3) The community participation in managing tourist destination: The perception of
information and the share of income were other factors affecting tourism as well as to initiate the
people to be aware of community development and become the strength of tourist destination.

The suggestion of this rescarch were that the contents of "Thai Song Dam's" cultures
should be integrated and endorsed through the local education system. Other issues were to
promote locality and local textile productivity, coordination between local government and
community, the development of tourist anractions. Finally, were should be an enhancing of

community potentiality by expanding the tourism network.



