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Abstract

The purpose of this qualitative research. namely. * Indigenous Knowledge and Herbal
Diversity Management : A Case Study of Thai Lue Communaul Ways of Life, Chiang Rai
Province™. was to study the local indigenous knowledge and its components. with special
emphasis on modes of thought, worldview, body of knowledge and vaiue of Herbals in coatext of
interaction between Thai Lue community and environment. The second objective was to study the
influence of the factors atfecting changes of such indigenous knowledge and the management of
herbal diversity.

The resuits of this research were as follows :

I. The local indigenous knowledge found was a set of the body of knowledge which has
been developed within the physical and socio — cultural context. Those contexts have been the
result of the interactions between human and ecological systems within the studied locality. Such
interactions effected two dimensions. The first dimension was the modes of thought, worldview
and belief in value of relationship community between human, nature and spirits. The second one
was the body of knowledge in terms of technical knowledge to manage the herbal diversity such

as medicine plants, food plants. ritual plants and others.



The indigenous knowledge could be dynamic through the processes of learning,
transtening and adaptation among social changes via family, kinship, and village healers within
each community. That knowledge could lead itself to reinforce the villagers to make use of,
conserve, and'recover vanous ecological systems sustainably at 2 levels — tamily and kinship, and
community levels,

2. The intluence of the factors affecting changes ot indigenous knowledge in herbal
diversity came from the community culture, local production system and folk medicine system.
Those factors affected to the existence of indigenous knowledge and herbal diversity. However,
modern culture. which consisted of modern production and medical systems. could affect the

indigenous knowledge and also the decreasing of herbal diversity.



