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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to study the research conducting and factors
affecting research conducting of technical health officers (THQ) attached to Phatthalung
Provincial Public Health Office. The relationship between demographic and social
characteristics, psychological factors, research knowledge and environmental factors and
research conducting of THO were explored. The problems and obstacles of research
conducting were also studied. The study population was 129 THO working attached to
Phatthalung Provincial Public Health Office. Questionnaires were used for collecting the
data between May and June 2002. There were 120 questionnaires that could be analyzed
(93.0 %). The data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics -and relationship test by
chi-square and logistic regression analysis. The results of this study revealed that
demographic and social characteristic factors ; position rank and academic activities

participation psycholdgical factors ; motivation toward research, were statistically



significant difference ( p < .05) related to research conducting. Research knowledge and
environmental factors were not influence on research conducting.

The main problems and obstacles of research conducting among THO were
Jack of research experiences, overload of work, lack of funding to support research
conducting, lack of knowledge in research methodology and data analysis.

Such findings suggest that the promotion of research conducting among THO
should encourage THO to participate in academic activities and provide funding for
area — based research. The research consultancy system should be set up, and available for
THO to strengthen their ability for research methodology. The institute should manage
~appropriate proportion of work and time which provide more opportunity for THO to

conduct the research.



