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Abstract '

The objective of descriptive study was to define opinions of the health teéms
concerning the utilizing of the Thai traditional medicine as alternative medicine in the community
hospital, The study described including the benefit and the effectiveness of the Thai traditional
medicine as well as the acceptability of the health teams who are working in the community
hospital in Chiang Rai province. The two community hospitals were purposive random sampling
among the health teams. Questionnaires were administered to access the opinions of 104 staffs
in which were developed by the researcher. The content validity index of the questionnaires
was .88 and the reliability was .79 by Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. Complementary the open-end
interview conducted by the researcher with 6 leaders of health tcams. Data were analyzed by
using descriptive statistic and contents analysis.

The resulis of the study found that all participants’ opinions agreed with utilizing of

the Thai traditional medicine as the alternative medicine in the community hospital in terms of



the benefit and the effectiveness of the Thai traditional medicine as well as the acceptability of
the health teams. The higher mean score of each items were as follows: the utilizing of the Thai
traditional medicine would help the national to decrease of drugs import from oversea, and Thai
massage could assist to improve muscle and blood circulation conditions. Moreover the Thai
traditional medicine could complement to the Modern medicine in providing health care for
people. In the qualitative study by open-ended interview found that the related benefit was
selected the Thai traditional medicine as the alternative treatments regarding decreasing of drugs
payment and selling herbals for increasing of income. The effectiveness of the Thai traditional
medicine found that people were satisfied with the effective services. The acceptability of
utilizing the Thai traditional medicine found that the people could select it as the alternative
medicine. The Thai traditional medicine could manage for promoting the Jocal intelligence and
self-reliance of the people. However, problems and obstacles of the Thai traditional medicine
management were as follows: the health teams have inefficiency and miss understanding in
the body of knowledge that could be influence to unconcern and the Thai traditional medicine
was unbelievable. In addition the policy was unclear that could be no budgets and no staffs to
implement the Thai traditional medicine.

Recommendation of the study that the corﬁmunity hospitals will have to clear
the policy in terms of service model, role, function and responsibility of health teams. In addition
it have to give knowledge and distribute information for the health teams in order to achieve for
the acceptability in utilizing the Thai traditional medicine as the alternative medicine in

the hospital.



