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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to elucidate the knowledge and opinions on filariasis of
the entrepreneurs employing Burmese immigrants and the filariasis control activity in Tak
Province and to find the relationship between the knowledge and opinions of entrepreneurs or the
guards and filariasis control activity . The study population was 67 entrepreneurs or guards, The
data was collected in May, 1998 by using interview questionnaire. The results were analyzed by
using the descriptive statistics and Spearman’s rank correlation.

The study found that the knowledge of the entrepreneurs or the guards on filariasis was
only 44.8 percent that were correct and the most correct answer was on communicability of the
disease which was 70.1 percent. But 50.7 percent of opinions on filariasis control were accordance
with policy of the Ministry of Public Health, and 82.1 percent were unrelated to the proper control
program implementation, The relationship between knowledge of entrepreneurs on filariasis and
the cooperation in providing mass drug admiminstration to employed Burmese immigrants and

receiving physical exam before working was statistically significant (, = 0.711, p=0.026 and 7, =



0.3183, p = 0.009 respectively) but it may not effect the application whereas the relationship
between the opinions on filariasis and the cooperation in empioying of the Burmese immigrants
who received physical exam before working was invesely correlated (r, = -0.254, p =0.038).
The results of this study are applicable in the filariasis control and prevention particularly
in high-risk area where Burmese immigrants are employed. Mangement activitives should be an
out-reach covering, public relations, awareness and understanding that lead to closer cooperation
among the entrepreneurs, Burmese immigrants and local authority in order to prevent the spread of

filariasis to other populations.



