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Abstract

A study was conducted among health personnel working in health centers,
Chiangmai, to evaluate their behavior toward prevention and control of infection and its
relation to their general characteristics, knowledge and the extent of medical supply
received. The study comprised 139 subjects randomly selected from heaith personnel
who had been working on prevention and control of infection for more than 6 months.
An information was collected using structured questionnaires. General characteristics
of the subjects were summarized by descriptive  statistics and an association
between the study variables was tested using Pearson’s product moment
correlation tests, t-tests and one-way analysis of variance.

Behavior and knowledge regarding prevention and control of infection and the

extent of medical supply received were classified as above average, average and



pelow average. An average level of such preventive behavior was found in 64.3% of
the subjects. Regarding their general characteristics, 50.4% had a two-years certificate
and 57.6% were 1-5 years under employment. Regarding the knowledge on prevention
and control of infection, 60.4 % had an average SCore, 84.2 %, 79.1 % and 92.8 % had
be’en provided with training, supervision and working guidelines, respectively. The
extent of medica! supply received was below average (51.8%). Prevention and control
of infection behavior was significantly associated with training, supervision received
(p<0.001), and medical supply received ( r =0.21, p<0.05) but not with the duration of
employment, educational level, knowledge or availability of working guidelines.

The results of the study indicate that refresher fraining course, adequate
supervision and medical supply are essential for these health workers to have proper

behavior toward prevention and control of infection.



