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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is twofold. First, it seeks to study the reading behavior of
secondary school students in Mathayom Sueksa 3 before and after applying authentic materials
designed to promote their reading skills. Secondly, it aims at evaluating the students’ creative
writing skill against a set of criteria after having completed classes using authentic materials.

The studied samples comprised of 50 students in Mathayom Suksa 3, who were studying
in the first semester of the 2008 academic year at Chakchum Kanathorn School, Muang District,
Lamphun Province.

The research tool comprised of 6 learning activity plans using authentic materials for
promoting reading skill, a reading behavior survey questionnaire, and a set of criteria for the
evaluation of creative writing skill.

Data collected were analyzed in order to determine an average reading behavior. The data
on the creative writing skill were compared with the given criteria.

The findings were as follow:

1. There was no difference in the samples’ reading behavior as measured before and
after the application of authentic materials to their learning.

2. After the authentic materials were used in the lessons of the sampled students for 5
weeks, their creative writing ability has been continuously enhanced as being measured against a
set of given criteria. 90.8% of these students performed at the levels “good” and above in creative

writing.



