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ABSTRACT

The aim of this research was to study three objectives; perceiving Thai culture by
learners who were learning Thai as a foreign language, external factors that affected perceiving
Thai culture, and common mistakes, obstacles or problems in perceiving Thai culture by learners
who learn Thai as a foreign language. This research was conducted on 30 people who were
learning Thai as a foreign language at the AUA I.anguage Center and at Nisa Thai Language
Schoot in Bangkok.

This research used 70 questions to understand how foreigners perceive Thai culture.
An interview form was used in order to gather the data required. |

The results of this research were conclhuded as foliows:

1. Leamners of Thai as a foreign language were able to perceive Thai culture at
a good level.

2. Having Thai friends, the duration of time spent learning Thai, motivations to learn
Thai, source of getting to know Thai culture and experiencing Thai cu'lt.ure in their own country
before were found as external factors that affected perceiving Thai culture by foreigners who
were leamners of Thai Language.

3. Most mistakes made by learners who learn Thai as a foreign language were found
to be spelling and speaking with correct tonal marks or pronunciations. As for the problems of
perceiving Thai culture, learners commonly tend to. misunderstand certain Thai cultures due to

cultural differentiation and misinterpretation.



