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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to develop local content-based English lessons to
promote speaking ability and local content knowledge and to compare the local content
knowledge of the students before and after learning through local content-based English lessons.
The target group was 36 Matthayom Suksa 4/1 students enrolled in the Fundamental English
course (E 41101) in the first semester of the academic year 2006 at Hangdong Ratrath Uppatham
School, Chiang Mai Province. There were three types of research instruments. The first type used
for designing the lessons was the proto-syllabus and seven lesson plans using local content. The
second type used for evaluating the effectiveness of the lessons consisted of the lesson plan
evaluation form and English speaking ability evaluation form. The third type used for collecting
data consisted of local content knowledge test. The data obtained were analyzed by using mean
and standard deviation.

The findings were as follows:

1. The local content-based English lessons were very effective. The students’ English
speaking ability was increased and met the set criterion which was 80 percent of students passed
the exam at least 50 percent.

2. Students’ local content knowledge was increased from moderate to good level.
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