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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis were to study the Women’s folkways in Chiang Mai
before and after divorce, and their economic and social adaptation. Data were collected by
the use of in-depth interviews, including participant and non-participant observations.
The key informants consisted of ten women after their divorces and separations in
Chiang Mai. The collected data were examined, then, identified according to the issues,
grouped for further analyses and descriptively presented.

The research results were as follows.

The ways of life of the women before and after their divorce were found that every
one had income and also received money continuously from their husbands. They had good
relations with and made frequent visits to their own and their husbands’ cousins. They had
good opportunity to associate with their friends, including involving in their community’s
activities at a minimal level. After their divorce, they resigned from their work and found
new jobs in the case that they had children under responsibility. They had to work harder and
spent money safely. While they had permanent jobs and their husbands were responsible for
their children or they were big enough, the women did not have much economic difficulty
and made frequent visits to their cousins normally. However, after their divorce, the women

stopped visiting their ex-husbands’ cousins except the case that their children were looked



after by those cousins. In the meanwhile, the women had more chances to associate with their
friends and socially involved in the community’s activities.

The women’s adaptation in physical, and emotional aspects after their divorce
indicated that they could do it successfully, and take care of themselves with a modern
personnel adjustment. They could change from aggressive to calmer emotion, but there were
some people that could not control their emotion without listening to anyone. All of those
women could adjust themselves economically by working harder, while those who had
permanent jobs with their ex-husbands’ financial supports to their children did not feel
serious about their income. The woman divorcees could adjust themselves in keeping good
relations with their ex-husbands’ cousins or not, mainly depended on the cousins’ assistance.
Oppositely, those women who were not given any assistance but depressed by their
ex-husbands’ cousin behaviors would stop their mutual relations. Their relations with their
own cousins never changed because of the acceptance, moral support and suggestions given
to them for self-adjustment and better earning their living. However, those women with

younger ages adjusted themselves by having sexual relations with their new boy friends.



