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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to analyze the top-level structure of texts from the
selective reading passages and to develop top-level structure exercises for non-formal education
learners.

The analysis revealed that there were five basic types of top-level structures.

The collection of descriptions pattern was mostly found while the covariance, collection,
comparison and response patterns were less found respectively. Signal words and main idea
statements in the text were found to be helpful in identifying of top-level structure of the reading
passages.

The following were steps proposed for analysis of top-level structure :

1. Select reading passages to fit the interest of the learners.

2. Read the whole passage carefully before starting to analyze.

3. Identify the main idea of the whole text. If they is no main idea mentioned in the
passage, the analyst had to write that statement by him/herself.

4. Use the main idea and signal words to identify the top-level structure of the
passage.

5. Further analyze other propositions by identifying logical relationship of the ideas
presented in each paragraph.

6. Select more passages to develop top-level structure exercises.
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