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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to find a course of action to improve learning
activities provision for developing addition and subtraction word problem solving ability as well
as to study addition and subtraction word problem solving ability of 41 Prathom Suksa 1/4
students who enrolled in the second semester of the academic year 2003 at Anubaan Chiangmai
School. The research instruments used to collect data consisted of 16 lesson plans, worksheets,
student assessment record forms, and post-teaching record forms. The classroom action
research model was adopted for use in this research. The rescarcher taught the group of
students, collected data, reflected on the outcomes, and then revised the plans for subsequent
actions through out the three research cycles. The collected data were analyzed simultaneously
using content analysis and percentage, and then presented in forms of table and narrative text.

In this research, the development of students’ problem solving ability in addition and
subtraction word problems was done concurrently. Such ability comprised the ability to
understand problems, the ability to find answers, and the ability to check the correctness of
answers. Thoroughly during the learning activities, the researcher assigned students to work in
groups before letting each work individually, and encouraged them to make the trace of
thinking process.

The research results indicated that students’ ability in understanding problems could be
promoted by training them to draw pictures showing their understanding and to identify the

givens and the goals in word problems. The problems were posed by the students using relevant



information given in forms of real life situations, pictures, verses, and also short messages
which related to their contexts. Students’ ability in finding answers could be promoted by
training them to handle picture cards or models and to draw pictures according to the problem
situations, to guess reasonably which operation to use between addition and subtraction, to
check those guessing, to represent problems using symbolic sentences, and also to create new
problems from the given -problern by changing nuinbers. Finally, students’ ability in checking
their answers could be promo'ted by training them to think of different approaches to get to the
same answer, and to work backward from the answer to the givens in the problem. Moreover,

fifty percent of the students began to realize the need to check the correctness of the answers.



