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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining the issue of Buddhist Monks' Dhamma
transmission through development projects. The researcher collected needed data
from 5 monks-cum-developers and projects’ participants in Sanpatong and Mae
Wang Districts of Chiang Mai Province relying on nonstuctured in-depth interviews,
focus group discussions, as well as participant and nonparticipant observations.
Collected data were subsequently classified, cross-checked, interpreted, and
descriptively and analytically presented. Findings were as follows:

Concepts involved and identified in the monks' Dhamma transmission
originated from the fact that they had worked closely with the communities and
recognized their problems. Moreover, their faithful adherence to the Lord
Bhuddha’s teaching, i.e., Buddhist monks had to wander around helping the people
not only religiously and spiritually, but materially, educationally, occupationally, in
heaith-related matters and savings-related activities, as well as encouraging them to
band themselves together and help on another; such help be eventually aimed at
human development according to the Trisikka Law by applying Buddhadhamma
and Buddhist economics principles with human being the center of all development;

in carrying out such development work, Buddhist monks be cognizant of



fundamental necessity, needs and problems making the maximum use of locally
available resources, striking a proper and mutually beneficial balance between
human and environment, employing group processes, and applying culture-based
measures and methods in every development dimension.

On the other hand, development activities varied accbrding to each and
individual monk’s ideas and temperaments. Those activities were designed to help
tackle immediate problems and many of them carried out at the same time in a
chainlike manner. Such development activities comprised those dealing with ethicat
and moral matters directed at both the general public and youth in particular;
educational promotion and development directed at the entire community including
the Buddhist monks; people’s participation promotion; and art and culture promotion
and conservation.

Transmission methods were both of direct and indirect nature. Direct ones
included general counselling, sermon giving, fact-to-face conversations, learning
activities organized via media, stories, games of recreational events. Indirect ones
occurred via religious ceremonies, exemplary behavior, etc., resulting in the sense
of appreciation and faith worth observing and imitating. Taking into account
individual differences among listeners and social circumstances, Dhamma contents
transmited were intended to encourage them to really get to know life-related and
societal goals, consciously perform duties useful both to themselves and society,
live their lives carefully and conscientiously, avoid all evils and behave morally and
ethically, seriously attempt to understand the objective reality, come to terms with it
in order to lead a normal and happy life, etc. All contents transmitted always had to
do with the Trisikka Law of Sila {(Ethical Conduct), Samadhi (Mental Discripline) and

Panya (Wisdom).



