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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining patron-client relationships between indigenous
fishermen in a southern community and various groups of patrons as well as the impact of
such relationships upon the former’s access to seaside resources.

In order to collect needed data/information, the researcher relied on participant and
nonparticipant observations, semistructured interviews and focus group discussions.
Collected data were subsequently cross-checked, classified, analyzed, summarized, and
descriptively and analytically presented.

Findings were as follows:

Members of the Southern indigenous community had patron-client relationships
with the following 4 different groups : merchants/traders businesspersons; local leaders; local
politicians; and government officials. Each group patronized the fishermen in its own unique
way. As regards the first group they patronized the fishermen by providing them with
financial investment needed to purchase occupationally necessary stuff; buying their produce
and catches; sharing with them certain occupationally necessary resources; and protecting
those fishermen violating the law from arrests and legal prosecutions. Fishermen bound by
these relationships responded by selling at cheap prices to businesspeople their marine
commodities or offering their physical labour tin the patrons’ business or other affairs.

Local leaders, the second group, through their power and influence in and around

their constituencies, often made it easy or possible for fishermen to undertake their



occupational activities such as enabling them to use illegal fishing tools and instruments,
negotiating with fisheries authorities on the fishermen’s behalf when the latter broke the law,
and actually working within the bureaucratic machine for the expansion of fishing zones
requested by the fishermen. In retum, the fishermen served those local leaders in their
election bids as canvassers. At the same time, since most local leaders were also
businesspeople, fishermen sold at cheap prices their commodities to those leaders.

The third group, local politicians, particularly those in high offices and with high
degree of bargaining power, provided the fisherrmen with needed protection and various
privileges such as granting access rights to loans handled by their office and sharing with
them the shell culture space. Again, the fishermen responded by serving as canvassers and
offering physical labour in various activities.

The last group, comprising government officials who were supposed to uphold the
law, assisted the fishermen by abstaining from arresting illegal fishing trawlers and
instruments, facilitating tax evasion efforts, and passing official information in advance. In
response, the fishermen returned the officials’ favor with material gifts and physical labour.

In brief, such relationships made it possible for fishermen to gain access to
otherwise legally unallowable seaside resources such as cultivating shrimps and shells in

forbidden zones and utilizing illegal fishing gears.



