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ABSTRACT

This research was to(1} study the social, economic, and culture changes’ process
that had jmpact on way of life and traditional value transmission in regard to Mai Kham
Pho Festival of Chom Tong community, and (2) to study the learning and cultural repro-
duction processes of the adolescents in Chom Tong. The study employed qualitative method
basing on the information gathered during the annual festival in 2001. The instruments
used included direct and participant observation , formal and informal interviews. The collect
ed data were studied from the principle of documents. The findings are as follows:

The Mai Kham Pho Festival was a local wisdom of Chom Tong community.
It involved the creation of belief and faith in Buddhism and linked with the community’s
life lengthening and religion support. In the past, the folks had created the parade . partici-
pated by villages and organized by the comunity. There was no interference by any govern-
mental agencies. The folk§ lent hands and organized the festival themselves supported
and motivated by social network and religious faith. In the activity, each village would
send their decorated Mai Kham Pho to support the Banyan tree in the Wat with some
simple parade form their community. The Mai Kham Pho was simply carried by cart or -

shoulderd by the youths. The activity was accompanied by folk performances refecting



significance and values. The focus was to allow local people to collectively practice
local wisdom and developed their identity centered at the Wat.

The way of life, economy, social relationship, and education of the community
had changed due to the government development aimed at improving life quality of the
rural people in many way and frying to raise the country development as equal as the
civilized countries. Such changes had served as the context to which the people had to
adapt. Such as, (1) the social value was deteriorated, the religious decline, the believe
in Mai Kham Pho Festival had been declined. The meaningful of local festival was
focused on the tourism replace old values. (2) forming and asmosphere of the procession
broke the Festival into two sessions. One was in the momning and the other in the after-
noon. The morning part was quite formal trying to strict on traditional form joined by
men’s and women’s groups. The afternoon part was participated mostly by the youth
stressing enjoyment with western instruments to entertain and stimulate the participants.
So, it does’t different form the annual celebrations. (3) The Festival was interfered and
supported by government agencies and local politicians. Chom Tong Municipality bhad
come to be the organizer of the Festival. (4) The cultural reproduction, the belief and
faith in Buddism has adjusted. Meanwhile, the belief in religion and life lengthening
declined. Though, part of ‘which was more modernized reflected by the use of modern
instruments in the parade. Youths had more organized. There education acquired in the
local schools did mot equip them with local tradition. Local curriculum and wisdom
were not part of the education. Teachers had not had continuous experiences in local
traditional. Youths increasingly adopted practices in urban communities to be used in
ihe Festival. Youths took the form of the. Festival and reproduced it without much

cultural awareness and had not acquired any real learning about their tradition.



