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Abstract

This thesis examined agricultural production changes from subsistence to
commercial orientation and the influence of thought system and rural community fies
upon such changes.

Data collection relied on nonparticipant observations, informal and in-depth
interviews and field recording. Subsequently, collected data were crosschecked,
classified, analyzed, interpreted and analytically described and presented.

Findings were as follows:

Traditionally, agricuitural production at the study site, Huay Mai Hok Village,
was of subsistence type mainly geared toward household consumption. At present,
such preduction was also for commercial purposes as well, especially the single crop-
based type, i.e., tomato, which inevitably involved outside traders. Factors affecting
such a change comprised community members having had opportunities to contact
with the outside world and worked with those outside traders in introducing tomato
cultivation into the village.

Production means supported by those outsiders were seeds, fertilizers,

pesticides and purchases of produce. On the other hand, community producers’



production means included capital for hiring labour, available land for cultivation and

the existence and availibility of community irrigation canals and dikes providing

sufficient water for such cultivation.



