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Abstract

This research was aimed to compare the increasing scores of English reading
comprehension of Prathom Suksa 6 students gained through the Cooperative Integrated
Reading and Compostition (CIRC) Approach and the regular method. Additionally, it
was aimed to investigate the students’ opinions on the CIRC Approach. The samples of
this study included two classes of Prathom Suksa 6 students from Wat Methangkarawat
School, Muang Phrae District, Phrae Province in the first semester of 2000 Academic
Year. These students were selected by using cluster sampling method and were drawn
into two groups; 49 students in the experimental group and 50 students in the control
group. The instruments used in this study were ten lesson plans of CIRC Approach, an
English reading comprehension test, and an opionionnaire. The experimental group
was taught by the author through CIRC lesson plans for two weeks whereas the control
group was conducted by the assigned English teacher through the regular method. After
the pre-test, the English reading comprehension test was then applied again as post-test
to both groups. The opinionnaire was finally distributed to the experimental group. The
collected data were analyzed by computing arithmetic means, standard deviations, and

t-test.



The major findings were as follows:

1. The increasing scores of reading comprehension of the students taught
through CIRC Approach were higher than those learning through regular English
teaching method at the .05 level of significance.

2. Most students learning through the CIRC Approach found high level of
agreement with the approach in all aspects namely; cooperation among students,

cooperation among teachers and students, and teaching and learning activities.



