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Abstract

The study was to survey the opinion of the school administrators, teachers and students
who were absent at 12 percentage and up, in Ban Nam Sod School in 1997 academic year, and to
analyze the factors related to the Hmong student absenteeism. The study sample took the whole
population which included 49 absentee students, 8 teachers and 1 school administrator. The
collected data were analyzed in terms of frequency and percentage. The findings were as
follows:

In the opinion of the administrator, student absenteeism was caused by the facts that the
absentee students lacked of disciplines and responsibilities. Prathom 1 and 2 students had
language problems and consequently did not respond in class. From the teachers ' perspective,
the causes of students absenteeism were attributed to the facts that absentee students were not
attentive, were not responsible, did not speak out, had language problems, stuck with absentee
friends, had very poor family, and had to help earn families income. The school did not have
enough teachers to fill in the classrooms, which led the lack of extracurriculum activities for

students,



From students ' perspective, absenteeism were mostly attributed to personal factors.
Most of the absentees were the 6 th and up child, bad poor siblings, were not supported by the
parents, were not attentive, could not follow the lessons, did not have good performance,
did not like English and Thai languages, had spoiling parents, and had parents who did not closely

take care of and not interested in their children.

Parents also caused the problems. Absentee students ofien had parents who were illiterate, had
problems in communicating with school in Thai, and allowed children to be absent. The school did not have
fence which made it hard 1o monitor stodents' class - cutting. School did not have enough teachers for all
classrooms, nor classrooms for all students. Teaching - learning activities did not serve the community” s
needs. Teachers themsclves had problems in communicating with students, and could not closely waich
students. Having to teach too many hours put stress on the teachers who already lacked morale and

encouragernent.



