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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the state of teaching English at
Prathom Suksa 1 preparatoryilevel according to the 1996 English Curriculum and to study
teachers behaviors of teaching English. The population was 43 teachers from 41 primary
schools of Doi Saket District, Chiang Mai which were prepared for teaching English in
1998 academic year. Questionnaires were used to collect the data concerning the state of
English teaching. In addition, the teaching behaviors observation forms were used to
observe 156 teachers, chosen by the multi-stage random.sampling mothod. The collected
data were analyzed through frequencies, percentages then reported in tables and descriptive
analysis.

The major findings were as follows:

1. The majority of teachers got bachelor degrees and did not have experience in
teaching English but had attened some English teaching workshops. Their English language
skills in listening, reading and writing were adequate but‘ poor in speaking. They needed

the assistance from the University or Rajabhat Institute lecturers as well as from the



Education District supervisors concerning English teaching methodology, teaching
procedures, pronunciation training, the preparation and use of teaching materials, games
and songs, everyday spealdﬁg English 1anguage, and the knowledge concerning the culture
of English speaking as well.

2. Learning schedule was found both in the morning and in the afterxnloon allocated
six 20 minute-periods a week. Almost all teachers applied the instructional package
prepared by the group of teachers and supervisors incorporated with the office of
Chiang Mai provincial primary education, according to the project for promoting
educational quality. The package consisted of a guide for activity provision of teaching
English at Prathom Suksa 1 preparatory level, a handbook for production and usage of
teaching materials, and a handbook for measurement and evaluation. Most of the guided
activities emphasised on listening and speaking skills, students-centered approach, and fun.
Most teachers concentrated on practices and allowed much time as possible. The activities
mostly applied were songs, drawing, speaking English in different situations, and games.
Teachers also mostly used real objects, models, pictures, tape recorders and cassettes as
their teaching materials. The observations were mostly employed to evaluate the student
participation in activities provided.

3. Most teachers agreed on the policy of starting teaching English at Prathom Suksa
1 and they believed that the English teaching would gradually improved. Howeven, it
depened on teachers capabilities, clear education policy, and support from the Ministry of
Education. Half of teachers opinioned that the teaching of English was successful, whereas
the other half viewed that it was failed, because the teachers lacked of English and
teaching skills and found less time for the teaching material preparation owing to the over
teaching load.

4. In English teaching performance, teachers verbally interacted with the students
in Thai language more than English in the classroom, mostly when they gave the students
praises, support, encouragement, directions, and corrections. Students had a lot of fun in

the English class but still had no initiation of using the language.



