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Abstract

The purposes of this research, namely vocational adjustment of
agriculturalists in a suburb commmnity, were : firstly, to study the
process. procedures and methods of wvocational adjustment of
agriculturalists in a suburb commmity ; and secondly, to find out
social, economic, educational and cultural factors affecting such
adjustment and other impacts towards the community. This qualitative
research was conducted in Muang—sart village, Nong-Hoy sub-district,
Muang Chiang Mai District of Chiang Mai Province. The group of
agriculturalists were those people who had changed their occupations,
been in agricultural sector without change, and those commnity
members.

This qualitative research employed a multl—techmque to collect
data such as participant and non-participant observations, formal and

informal interviews.




The findings of this research may be concluded as follows:

The occupational adjustment of those agr‘iculturél ists was
in form of changing process. Such process had a number of procedures,
patterns and methods relating to one and others. The adjusment
procedures began from problem identification of the samples while they
were facing agricultural problems. That maﬁter pushed them to find
better and appropriate solution. They tried to learn from various
sources of information and make the best selection of the solutions
re}ating to their needs and problems. Then, They tried to practise
according to the selected solutions, evaluate each carefully until
they were satisfied with the most appropriate ways of solutions.

The patterns of occupational adjustment consisted of
outside and internal patterns accepted by the commmity. The
samples were persuded by their counsins, friends and merchants
including getting information from other sources and media of
the private and governmental sectors. Then, they adjusted their
occupations in forms of copying and pursuation.

The factors that supported the samples to adjust their
occupations oonsistéd of push-and pull-factors on social, economic,
cultural and educational aspects. Interactions made with outsiders of
their community brought them new val lues about occupations that could
help them earn more income and vocationally stable. Another group of
factors were concered with their new hope for the new occupations,

family responsibility, consumption behaviours’ influence and




education. Those latter factors pushed them to ad just.  their
occupations. However, all factors were related to one and other and
also the conditions of adjustment.

The conditions of occupational adjustment consisted of
social, economic, cultural and‘ educational matters from outside and
inside the community. Since modernization was informally used as a
deveopment indicator, and brought into the community, there was an
impact on its ag‘ricultural ecology. Some problems concerned with  land
for cultivation affected the production system in term of
cost-Efectiveness. A duplication of the urbanization and its way of
life took place within the sampling community. That evidence brought
them debts occured from consumption and production methods, affecting
the agriculturalists psychologically. So, they wished to chage their
occupation to get better income and improve their standard of living.
Additionally, =a new educational pattern that aimed at producing
manpower for industrial sector and service sector became known to the
samples, the adjustment of their occupation was eventual ly caterized.

The occupational adjjustment of the agficultlmlists had
impacts on the community in various ways, such as social structure,
relationship within the family and production system of the community.
The mutual helping system has been gradually disappear'edr and, then,
replaced by the employment system using morey  instead of kinship
system. Therefore, the commmity strenghts have been reduced and
influenced by the new production system.




